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Christmas is traditionally a wonderful time to be in a primary school.   Normally at this time of the year KS1 teachers 
and EYFS teachers are in full swing preparing for our annual nativities.  From donkeys to princes, costumes would be 
being made and the scenery would be being painted.  The school begins to be filled with the sound of Christmas songs 
and carols being practised in time for the Christmas Carol Service and the classes work hard to design and then create 
their Christmas tree decorations. 

Over the last couple of years we have been able to invite parents and carers in to help make the Christmas decora-
tions and to watch the nativities.  Sadly, this year things will have to be done a little differently. We are still going to 
make the decorations; the tree arrived today.  We are going to practise some carols as we are able to sing within the 
bubbles.  It won’t be the same as a nativity or a carol concert but we still are hoping to spread some Christmas cheer!   

This is the last newsletter of  November and next week we will be starting to open our Advent Calendars in the count 
down to Christmas.   We have been talking to the children about Advent. 

What is advent? 

Advent is the four-week period beginning on the Sunday nearest the feast day of 
St. Andrew the Apostle (November 30) through the following three Sundays.  A 
candle lit for each week standing for hope, peace, love and joy..  Historians esti-
mate that Advent, which derives from the Latin word for coming, has been cele-
brated since the 4th cen-
tury.  

This is different to Advent 
Calendars which begin on 
December 1 and mark the 

24 days before Christmas. Today, most Advent calendars in-
clude paper doors that open to reveal an image, Bible verse, or 
piece of chocolate. The tradition dates to the mid-19th century, 
when German Protestants made chalk marks on doors or lit 
candles to count the days leading up to Christmas. 

The most famous and popular early maker of printed Advent 
calendars was a German 
printer called Gerhard Lang. 
His first calendars consisted 
of two sheets, a 'back' piece 
of card with the numbers 1 to 
24 printed on it and a separate sheet of pictures which you could cut out and stick 
onto the numbers each day (see image on the right).  The first calendars with 'doors' 
were made in Germany in the 1920s. During World War II, the production of Advent 
calendars stopped due to a shortage of cardboard.    

Nowadays advent calendars can have images, chocolates, small books and gifts.  
One of the more expensive ones (see left) is being sold at Harrods for £104,000!! 
However the most expensive advent calendar is believed to have been sold for £1.7 
million! It apparently contains 24 diamonds marking the countdown to Christmas.  

Sadly, it won’t be making an appearance at my house anytime soon! 

Have a lovely weekend. 

   L.M.Jones 



 

This week’s attendance winners! 
  Class % 

1.  1/2L 97.8 

2.  3/4T 96.8 

3.  5P 95.7 

4.  2I 95.6 

5.  6S 95.1 

6.  3/4O 94.8 

7  3/4F 94.1 

8.  5N 92.6 

9.  1C 91.7 

10  6SP 90.7 

 Dates for your diary 

 

11th December 

Christmas Jumper day  

and 

Christmas dinner  

14th December 

Dazzling Darren, the Magician, 
is in school 

 

18th December 

Close for half term 1.15pm 

 

2I 

98.0% 

3/4F & 3/4T 

96.9% 

5P 

96.6% 

Attendance 
Leader board 

Arnest, 5P 

Lilly-Mae, 5P 

Samuel, 3/4O 

Dexter, Nurs 

Philip, 3/4F 

Happy 

Birthday 


