


What is the Foundation Stage?

The Foundation Stage represents 
children in Nursery and Reception.  
There is a separate curriculum for 
the children to follow within this 
stage.  It has a strong practical 
focus which allows learning for 
young children to be a rewarding and 
enjoyable experience.  They will 
explore, investigate, discover, 
create, practise, rehearse, repeat, 
revise and consolidate their 
developing knowledge, skills, 
understanding and attitudes.  



The Foundation Stage
The Foundation Stage curriculum is organised into 7 areas of learning:

3 Prime Areas:

Communication and Language (Listening, Attention and Understanding / Speaking)

Physical Development (Gross Motor Skills / Fine Motor Skills)

Personal, Social and Emotional Development (Building Relationships/ Managing self / Self-regulation)

4 Specific Areas:

Literacy (Comprehension / Word Reading / Writing)

Mathematics (Number / Numerical Patterns/ Shape, space and measure)

Understanding the world (People, Cultures and Communities/ The Natural World/ Past and Present)

Expressive Arts and Design (Creating with materials / Being Imaginative and Expressive)

These are the areas that your child will learn through each day they are in Reception. We use these 
areas to plan activities and learning opportunities. We begin with the Prime areas and once those are 
embedded we include more of the Specific areas. All 7 areas will be planned for within continuous 
provision.

There has been changes to the areas this year but our practise remains the same!
We teach the children skills that will support them throughout their lives.



The Characteristics of Effective Learning are ways in which your child 
will develop themselves as a learner. It is the way they learn through 

their experiences and environment.



Organisation
The children will arrive at school at 8.40am. It is important the 

children arrive on time. 

Children will then carry out a range of planned activities 
throughout the morning.

Lunch is at 11.45 and the Reception children are taken to the hall 
with their dinner time supervisor and Reception Staff. 

The afternoon session begins at 1.00pm and the children will once 
again engage in planned activities.

At 3.00 you can collect your child from the Reception doors.
Please be patient. We will only send a child at a time so we

can ensure the children’s safety. 



The 

Reception 

Staff

Mrs Walker
Reception Teaching 

Assistant

Mrs Dunn
Reception Teaching 

Assistant



Classroom Environment
The classroom is carefully set up to provide a stimulating 
environment.  Hands on experiences play such a key role in young 
children’s learning, structured play areas and outdoor play form a 
dominant part of the organisation.  Structured play will be seen in 
areas such as:

Reading area

Writing area

Creative area

Maths area

Role play area

Malleable table

Sand and Water

Funky fingers to develop fine motor control

Outdoor Environment



Our learning environment



Our learning environment



Our learning environment



Our learning environment



Play – it’s our everything!



Our work
Throughout each day your child will complete a number of activities.

At the beginning of the year we focus on the prime areas of learning.

There are two Reception classes and children can access both rooms. 
We observe the children during this time and then when the children 
are ready, we begin to set challenges.

These challenges include all of the 17 areas of learning so while they 
are “just playing” they are really developing a large number of skills. In 
the building area they will be developing language of size, shape, fine 
motor control when balancing bricks, imagination when creating their 
own stories, the opportunities are endless.

We spend time working as a whole class, in small groups and one to one. 
This can be on the carpet, in circle time activities and while in 
continuous provision.



Our work
WOW boards and Scrapbooks

Each child has a personal board within their class which their 
work is displayed on. The children really enjoy showing off 
their work and they feel really proud of themselves. 

The scrapbooks are large books that will have photographs, 
observations written by the adults who support your child 
and their own personal marks and creations. Sometimes the 
children may bring pieces of work home, other times their 
work will go into their scrapbook.

We encourage the children to bring in pieces of work from 
home and share these in class. Their work and effort is 
praised and developed upon, sometimes the work is worked on 
independently and sometimes with the support of an adult.



Our work
Reading books and Phonics

We begin teaching phonics as soon as the children have settled into school. 
We teach Letters and Sounds phase 1 skills and use Read, Write, Inc. 
(RWI) to begin teaching the individual letter sounds. Children work in small 
groups and activities are planned at their individual levels to support their 
learning.

We will hold a reading meeting around October time for you to see how we 
teach phonics and join in with some activities.

Once the children have started phonics sessions we will provide
them with a home reading book. 

Please remember to bring your child’s reading book and record
each day and read as much as possible.

We will read with your child throughout the week
and as a school we ask that you read 3 times a week.
It may be a story that you share together and you will read to your child, 
or it may only have a few words to begin with. The main focus is on the 
importance of talk. Discussing what they see and think might happen.



What your child will need in 

school
• Reading book and reading 

record.

Please read with your child each 

night and comment in the book.

• Spare clothes

These can be spare uniform or 

sensible clothes from home such as 

joggers, leggings, a top, jumper and 2 

pairs of underwear and socks. 

Please label ALL items with your 

child’s name and place in a 

drawstring bag. 

• A book bag that can be stored 

in the child’s tray.

(You can order a school bag 

that is brilliant, it fits in the tray, 

has a strap to carry over the 

shoulder and a space to carry a 

water bottle too).

• A water bottle with your child’s 

name on.

• Wellies – labelled.



Please excuse the mess,

we’re learning!
Some days your child might come home covered in mud, food, paint, glue, 

water, shaving foam and many other messy things.

This is just one of the ways they are learning. They love to get messy and 

explore new textures. The children are learning how to eat using their knife 

and fork but food can often drop down onto their top, they are developing 

their gross and fine motor control so the shaving foam might accidently end 

up on their jumper when making marks by moving it around, they might get 

some green paint in their hair while they’re making their masterpiece for you. 

It’s part of the process.

We do try to keep them as clean as possible but sometimes this just isn’t 

possible. Depending on the time of day we will wash their clothes but if not, 

then they can change into their spare clothes which can be kept in school on 

their peg.

We hope you’ll understand if some days they come out looking

slightly less clean and tidy than they did coming in,

it means they’ve had such a good day!



School uniform

Clifton’s school uniform consists of;

• Grey trousers/shorts/skirt/pinafore

• White shirt or polo shirt

• Red school jumper, this can have the school logo on or 

can be purchased without. 

• Plain black school shoes (laces can also be tricky, where 

possible please make sure that your child can put on and 

fasten their own shoes).

• Weather appropriate shoes and coat.

• PE Kit – children can come into school on their PE day 

already wearing their kit.

Our PE day this year is Wednesday.

Label all items of 

clothing, they find 

their way back to 

you much easier!



A few things you might need 

to know …
• We provide a breakfast and after school club

• If your child is going to have a school dinner this will be booked via 

the myevolvehub app

• We often ‘tweet’ using the school twitter account “Clifton_sch”

• We use the learning platform Seesaw where you will have an 

individual log in for your child and be able to complete home tasks

• We ask for a donation to our Early Years Fund that allows us to 

buy resources, ingredients, snack and malleable materials. We ask 

for £1 per week or £10 per term.



Getting ready for 

Reception might 

seem daunting at 

first but this handy 

guide will give you 

some ideas of what 

is expected.

You can find some 

ideas to support 

transition in your 

pack.

We understand that every 

child is different and learns 

at their own pace and time. 

We are here to help and 

support your child with all 

their needs.

If your child is struggling 

then please speak to us 

when school begins.



How you can help…

• Keep staff informed about any issues which might 

affect your child, such as illness or injury, moving 

house, separation, bereavement and so on.

• Praise your child’s achievements and talk to them 

about what they have done.

• Encourage your child to be independent.

• Label all clothes clearly. This is really important 

as we often have parents come and tell us that 

their child has lost their jumper or cardigan and 

they are much easier to find with their names on.



And Finally…

• Talk, talk and talk some more!

• Share stories & books everyday. Try to build this 

into family routines. Talk about what is in the 

picture, encourage them to use their phonics 

skills to identify the sounds and ask your child 

some questions. It is never too early to start. 

• Sing songs and rhymes.

• Refer to your information pack.



Overview
Our aims are:

For your child to become independent both socially and academically.

For your child’s first years to be happy and a memorable experience.

Here at Clifton we see parents as learning partners.  Good 
communication is the key to this.  Please do not hesitate to contact us 

regarding your child.  

If you have any further questions or queries please come and speak to 
us, send an email or phone school.


