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18/05/20 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

I write to outline the way our school intends to manage extended opening during the months of June and 
July. We all want children back as soon as possible, but this must be done safely. 

The government message on Sunday 10th May suggested that schools could begin to reintegrate certain 
classes from Monday, 1st June potentially Year 6, Reception and Year 1. As details then emerged in various 
Department for Education documents during the following week, it became clear that it would not be 
possible for schools to take in so many classes at once, but that they would need to prioritise age-groups, 
according to which transition phase is the most necessary. 

This letter may seem long-winded, but just so that parents/carers are totally clear on the reasoning, we 
wanted to give you the full rationale behind what we would like to do, are trying to do and, rightly, what 
restrictions there are in terms of health and safety and risk management.  

What we know 
 
Maintaining distancing rules: in our largest classrooms we can house 8 pupils and two members of staff. 
In our smaller classrooms that is reduced to 6 pupils and two staff members. Therefore, the most pupils 
we can have in school at once is 80, less than a third of our population. 
 
Bubbles: the new buzzword! A bubble consists of a small number of pupils and one or two staff members, 
which stays together for the whole day. Bubbles cannot mix with any other bubbles, so one bubble stays 
in the same room with each child sitting at his/her own desk, the bubble has one cubicle and one sink 
allocated to them (one boys, one girls).  The bubble works together and plays together in its own 
sectioned off area of the playground. Good weather helps, as being outside is preferable where possible.  
Children will not be allowed to mix with their friends in different bubbles and will be kept at social 
distance from one another as far as is possible. 
 
Infection: if one pupil or staff member in that bubble is suspected of having COVID-19, then the entire 
bubble stays away from school until the person in question has been tested (at the AJ Bell Stadium). If 
negative, they can all return to school; if positive then those children and staff must stay away from 
school and isolate for two weeks. It is not yet clear, but we suspect all families of all staff and children in 
that bubble will have to carry out two weeks’ isolation likewise. 
 
Other matters –uniform, corridors, first-aid, etc – Children will be expected to come into school with a 
different set of clothes on each day.  Therefore, we do not expect children to wear uniform, but change 
clothes daily.  There are many other details we are still discussing including having a one-way system in 
school so children do not cross and contaminate (for our school, with corridors far less than 2m wide, this 
would involve going around the outside of the building to get from one end to the other, which is fine in 
good weather…). There would also be staggered start and finish times, one adult only has to deliver and 
collect a child, there would be staggered break times.  Lunch time would also be separate and meals 
would be eaten in the classroom and would be in the form of sandwiches eaten at the child’s desk, (if 
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universal FSM these would be provided, FSM children’s parents are in receipt of vouchers and so should 
provide a packed lunch).  
 
Our most likely course of action at this moment  
 
At this stage it is looking like we will take Y6 back first at a date to be confirmed as we are notified.  They 
will be housed in three classrooms of 8 / 6 children and two members of staff. The vulnerable and critical 
worker pupils currently present could be housed in other classrooms and would also form a bubble with 
the same socially distancing rules in place.  If this works successfully, then one or two weeks after our 
opening date (to be confirmed) we could start to re-integrate Reception pupils, but then all classrooms in 
school will be utilised so there would be no space to bring back any more classes unless social distancing 
regulations changed.   
As more areas of work return and the number of children in school rises we may also have to revisit how 
we support our vulnerable and critical worker parents.  At present we support children who have one 
critical worker in the family as per the guidelines, but these are only guidelines from the government, 
many schools only accept children whose parents are both critical workers.  If number exceed capacity, 
we may have to change to accepting only children with both parents as critical workers or those that are 
single parents.   
 
Any chance of split days?: we did at first consider having children for mornings only and afternoons only 
so that twice as many classes could come in, which I know will be what many people are thinking.  
However, because of incubation periods, infection residue and cleaning regimes there cannot be different 
groups of children using the same room in any one day. 
 
A collective approach: the local cluster of Swinton schools and Salford LA have co-operated extremely 
well throughout this situation and are working together as 
much as possible so that parents throughout the city have 
equality of provision. However, school staffing levels, 
physical space and other assets vary so there cannot be 
one completely uniform approach. For example, the 
classrooms in many schools are much smaller than ours, 
so their bubbles may only include 4 children; also, there 
are some schools with fewer available staff than we have, 
so they will have to compromise in that area. Conversely, 
there are bigger primary schools locally with more 
classrooms, so they could take more year groups. 
 
How it could look: 
 We have measured out one of our largest classrooms and 
this is roughly how it would look.   All soft furnishings, 
desks not being used, book cases etc have to be removed 
and space for the teacher to move around.  Due to the 
social distancing we (and most other British Primaries) will 
struggle to accommodate more than two year groups if 
that, especially as we still have to provide for vulnerable 
pupils and critical worker children. 
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Does my child have to attend? 

We will make school as safe as we possibly can, but you still may choose not to send your child as the vast 
majority of our parents have indicated and we respect your decision and plan not to issue penalty fines.  

 

What about the year groups still at home? 

Three-weekly paper home-learning packs will continue to be sent home for all children not in school 
including those who continue to keep their child safe at home.  We are also looking into setting weekly 
tasks on purple mash so children can interact with the teachers more. Children / Parents can still contact 
their teacher via email and ask for more work / clarification if needed.  
 

Anything else? 

While these measure may appear extreme we are only following the guidelines set out by the LA and the 
DfE.  This letter explains our thinking and provisional planning as of 20/05/20, but please bear in mind it 
may change if government or Local Authority guidance does (some LA’s are revoking the proposals as I 
write).  

The government is currently due to meet on the 28th May and following this we will give out further 
guidelines but for now, thank you for taking the time to read this letter, I hope it makes things clearer. 

 

Take care and stay safe 
 
L.M.Jones 
Headteacher  
Clifton Primary 
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