
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Date: Friday 22nd May 2020 
 
 
Dear Headteacher/Principal and Chair of Governors 

 
I wish to start by thanking you for all you have done in the last few weeks; we have all come to 
learn how challenging our current context is but it has also shone a light on the central position 
of schools in our communities and your inspiring leadership, and that of your staff.  I am 
incredibly grateful for the service schools have continued to provide for vulnerable children and 
children of critical workers. 
 
I know over the past week that you have been working very hard to devise a plan for the 
potential of safely extending your opening in some form. I am committed to supporting all 
schools to open safely and securely following the completion and consideration of outcomes 
from a detailed and robust risk assessment and I fully endorse a gradual approach to the 
consideration schools are giving to opening. I know you are all conducting risk assessments 
currently and consulting with your staff and Trade unions on this document. If you feel that more 
time is needed to complete this process robustly or for time to familiarise your staff with the new 
procedures and practices you are putting in place, I would very much encourage you to delay 
your further re-opening of school to enable time for this.  I am only supportive of any further 
reopening, in additional to your current cohort which we are mindful may grow next half term, if 
your leadership and risk assessments deems this to be appropriate. Therefore, I am fully 
supportive of your school plan not meeting timescales set nationally if need be.  The safety and 
wellbeing of our children and staff is of paramount importance and is our over-riding concern as 
we consider the latest advice and guidance from government.  
 
This pandemic has brought with it stress, uncertainty and anxiety for all of us including our 
children and young people. We all want to get our children and young people back into 
education as soon as possible and I know that everyone in Salford’s education community is 
working together as hard as they can during this time to ensure the wellbeing and safety of our 
children and plan for this first phase of wider opening.  
 
Thank you again for your leadership and for taking the time to read this letter. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Councillor John Merry 
Deputy City Mayor & Lead Member for Children’s and Young People’s Services 
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